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From the Principal 

As we approach the end of term, staff have been 

finalising student assessments and writing student 

reports. Reports will be distributed to all students on 

Thursday, 29 June. Although we don’t have formal 

parent teacher interviews this term, you are welcome to 

discuss your child’s progress with teachers at any time of 

the year. We kindly ask that you make an appointment 

to see class teachers. 

P&C DONATION 

A huge THANK YOU goes out to ALL FAMILIES who have 

contributed in some way or form to our fundraising 

efforts over the past year. At our last P&C meeting, the 

P&C very generously donated $20,000 to the school 

which will be used to purchase flexible learning furniture 

items for each class.  

SPELLATHON 

One of our major fundraisers is the School Spellathon. This is where each stage has a set of 

allocated spelling words that the students are challenged to learn, seeking sponsorship on the 

number of words they spell correctly on Spellathon Day, which is Friday, 28th July. Sponsorship 

cards will be distributed before the school holidays. We appreciate your support and donations 

for this event. All money raised will go towards upgrading furniture and resources for our kids 

(Please note that this is a different event to the Premier’s Spelling Bee Final which will be held 

next week at the school). 

LOST PROPERTY 

This week staff and students discussed the growing amount of lost property in the playground. All 

classes have their own tub in the playground and students have been encouraged to sit near their 

tub so they have easy access to it, placing their lunch boxes and drink bottles in their tub after 

eating time. This was also discussed at our Flag Assembly this week. We ask that you label all of 

your belongings and encourage your children to become more independent in taking 

responsibility for their belongings. I know as a parent that losing school items is really frustrating. 

We are trying to ensure simple systems are in place to avoid the unnecessary cost of replacing 

these items. We appreciate your understanding in this matter and also ask that you refrain from 

sending expensive drink bottles and lunch boxes to school. 

 

 



NAPLAN Online  

Next year, NAPLAN (The National Assessment Program - Literacy & Numeracy) will be 

moving from the traditional pen/pencil and paper assessment to an online assessment. A 

‘fact sheet’ for parents and carers providing further information about this transition is 

included in this newsletter. This term Mr Brown and Mrs Floratos will be attending a 

training session on this and next term our school will be participating in a ‘readiness test’ for 

NAPLAN. I will be sure to update you all regularly as we transition into NAPLAN Online in 

2018. 

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

Following feedback from last years Athletics Carnival, we are finalising plans for what will hopefully be an exciting, 

fun filled event for all students. Like any school event, we really appreciate the help and support of our parents 

and grandparents, even if it is for one or two hours. Some of the jobs allocated to parents include: supervision of 

canteen area, running a small sports station for K-2 activities, assisting teachers with field events, handing out 

place cards, assisting teachers during lunch breaks etc. All the organisation will be done by the school, we merely 

need additional manpower on the day. Please advise the office or Mrs Nichols if you are able to assist on the day. 

Please also note that the payment for the Athletics Carnival must be made this term as the carnival is on the first 

day back of term 3. This was on your term 2 invoices, giving you ample time to make this payment or pay it off in 

instalments.   

WHO TO CONTACT 

Included in this newsletter is a chart to help identify ‘who to contact’ if you have any concerns about your child or 

an issue at the school. We are all here to help, however this chart may assist in who you direct your enquiry to. 

Teachers have also discussed with their classes, the need to report any incidents that happen at school to the 

playground duty teacher or the class teacher to ensure that any incidents are dealt with promptly. It makes it very 

difficult to follow up on negative incidents if it is reported to us days or weeks later. Similarly, approaching other 

students or their parents is not acceptable either. We are proud of our positive, caring school community and 

would hate to tarnish this reputation over a couple of incidents of parents not following protocol and procedures. 

As always, I am available to discuss major concerns with families as are our very capable Assistant Principals. 

STAFFING UPDATES 

At the end of this term, Mrs Klicek will be taking Maternity Leave as she excitedly anticipates 

the birth of her first baby. Mr Armiger has been appointed as the class teacher for 1/2E for 

terms 3 and 4. Mr Armiger has been an excellent casual teacher at our school and we look 

forward to him joining the team for semester 2. Mr Sanders will also be taking leave for the 

last seven days of term 2. Mrs Wells will teach 2WS during this time. Next week, our 

teachers will participate in collaborative planning where they collegially plan their teaching programs together to 

ensure consistency in every class. 

When little people are overwhelmed by big emotions, it’s our job to 
share our calm, not join their chaos. – L.R.Knost 
Have a great fortnight! 

Tanya Sarafoski 

 

 



Contacting the School 

Concern/Question/Information Appropriate Contact 

Academic progress of child 
Arrange interview with class teacher. Any referrals to the school 

learning and support team must go through the class teacher. 

Welfare of own child Arrange interview with class teacher. 

Health issues - minor Notify class teacher in writing. 

Health issues - more serious 
Notify school office. Arrange interview with assistant principal or 

principal. 

Administering of medication at school 
Notify school office. Medication to be brought to the office in 

original packaging. Advice from a medical doctor may also be re-

Custody/Court Orders Arrange interview with principal; provide copies of orders. 

Change of address or emergency contact details Contact office staff and provide proof if required. 

Explanation of absence 

Explanation in writing to class teacher or phone call or email to 

school office. Explanation can also be submitted through 

Skoolbag app. 

Application for extended leave (leave longer than 

10 school days) 
Collect form from office and return to the principal for approval. 

Child leaving the school Notify the class teacher and the school office in writing 

Behaviour or actions of a student other than your 

own child (in class) 
Contact your child's class teacher. 

Behaviour or actions of a student other than your 

own child (in the playground) 

Contact the Assistant Principal relevant to stage level of your child 

who will investigate the matter and get back to you within two 

days. 

Kindergarten – Year 2: Chris Sanders 

Years 3&4: Joshua Brown 

Years 5&6: Mary Floratos 

School policy or process 
Contact office to arrange interview with Principal, providing to 

office staff an outline of your question or concern. 

Please note that you can arrange an appointment by emailing the school at 

peakhurstw-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au OR by calling the school office on 9153 9767. 

mailto:peakhurstw-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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Season Two of PSSA sport  

commenced Wk6  - WK 7 WASHED OUT 

SPORTS 

Wk 8 (T2) 

Seniors Juniors 

Boys 

Soccer 

V H’ville Sth 

WON 3-0 

V H’ville Sth 

WON 4-0 

Girls  

Soccer 

V Lugarno 

DREW 0-0 

V Lugarno 

LOST 1-4 

Girls 

Netball 

V Peakhurst 

LOST 4-19 

V Peakhurst 

WON 9– 4 

Mixed 

Newcombe ball 

V Oatley 

LOST 0-3 

V Oatley 

WON 2-1 

Lawnbowls Bowlers of the round 

Xavier and Eric 

Premier’s Spelling Bee 

Peakhurst West has entered the Premier's Spelling Bee! 

Our school challenge will be on June 22nd to select two students 
from Stage 2 and Stage 3 to represent our school in the regional 
finals.   

Each class will be doing spelling activities to related to the Spelling 
Bee to prepare students for their class representative challenge.   

You can help at home - go to the Spelling Bee website: https://
www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/speaking-competitions/spelling-bee/
premiers-spelling-bee where you can access lists and information. 
Students will be notified of the password for this site. 

Peer Support 

WEEK 6 

This week in Peer Support the focus was on step 2 of the model, Plan. The students learnt the need to 
develop a range of coping strategies and be creative in drawing on these when planning responses. 
Responses included persevering, seeing the positive side to situations and engaging in activities they 
enjoy as a distraction for a short time. 

Encourage your child to talk with you about strategies they could use as difficulties arise. 

Next week will be our final Peer Support session. 

 

Pennant Winners 

Congratulations to Edward Z for earning a pennant this fortnight!  

https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/speaking-competitions/spelling-bee/premiers-spelling-bee
https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/speaking-competitions/spelling-bee/premiers-spelling-bee
https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/speaking-competitions/spelling-bee/premiers-spelling-bee


 

Grime Scene River Study 
A group of Stage Three 

students recently celebrated 

World Environment Day by 

participating in an 

environmental study of the 

Georges River estuary. The field 

trip was called Grime Scene and was an initiative 

of the Observatory Hill Environmental Education 

Centre. The purpose of the field trip was to 

examine the impact man has on the Georges River 

and to determine the health of the ecosystem. The 

group met at the St George Sailing Club, Dolls 

Point. Four other schools also participated.  Our 

students were in two teams of five. After an 

overview of the day in the club’s auditorium the 

group set off on a river cruise to examine different 

parts of the estuary. Back on land they examined  

the adaptations of some marine species and took 

readings to measure the temperature, turbidity, 

pH balance and dissolved oxygen levels of the 

river. After this the group returned to the 

auditorium to see some water samples under an 

electronic microscope and watch some videos on 

the problem plastic poses to the health of our 

planet’s waterways. The day concluded with a 

clean-up of the adjacent beach area to monitor 

and classify the types of rubbish discarded on the 

river. 

Our group of eco investigators 

World                         

Environment Day 

5 June 



 

Literature Group @ State Library 
A group of students from Stage 3 recently 

visited the State Library to participate in a 

program entitled, Seeking Shakespeare.  

After morning tea in Hyde Park the group 

walked to the library to meet their 

educators for the program. They started  

with a session examining the life and times 

of Shakespeare. In groups they classified 

collections of everyday items, for the 

time—medicine, hygiene and food. They 

moved to the Shakespeare room which 

was dedicated to the Bard. Each student 

selected a copy of one of his plays and 

randomly chose one line to read and in a 

circle read their line—it was a great way to 

get a taste of Shakespeare’s  style. They 

also examined the stained glass windows,  

based on the Seven Ages of Man, which is 

a soliloquy, spoken by Jaques, from the 

Bard’s play, As You Like It. Then they 

returned to the drama room to do some 

drama warm ups based on the words of 

Jaques. This led to dressing up and acting 

out of the  seven ages, which was filmed. 

Finally the group went down into the 

underground stacks to look at the vast 

collection of books based on Shakespeare’s  

plays  - the oldest being a copy of the First 

Folio printed almost four hundred years 

ago. The group had lunch in the Botanical 

Gardens and then walked to Circular Quay 

station via the Opera House. Luckily there 

was time to buy some snacks before 

boarding the train and returning to school. 

It was a great way to bring the words of 

the Bard alive. 

Seeking Shakespeare Seeking Shakespeare 



What 2WS has been up to 

Orcas 

Orcas are large sea animals. They are part 

of the dolphin family. Orcas are large black and 

white predators. They have a dorsal fin, like a 

dolphin has. Orcas live in the oceans but swim all 

over the world. They swim in the deep water and they breathe through their blow hole. 

Diet 

Orcas are predators and will attack penguins, seals and turtles. Their teeth are 10cm and 

will rip apart animals that they hunt. They are at the top of the food chain.  

Habitat  

Orcas live in the deep, salt water oceans. They cannot live in freshwater rivers. They can 

jump out of the ocean to attack penguins but cannot stay out of the water too long. Some 

zoos have orcas but it is unkind because their pools are too small. 

This term Year Two has been focussing on writing informative texts such as information reports and 

working with lifecycles. We have looked at different animals and written information reports about them. 

It’s amazing to see the knowledge that students have about giraffes, orcas and Australian animals. One of 

the highlights has been watching short video clips to support the writing that is being done. 2WS LOVED 

watching the video of baby giraffe being born and did you know they can walk 30 minutes after they 

come out? 

Here are some of the information reports that have been written. 

Giraffe 

Classification:  

A giraffe is a mammal. They do not lay eggs. They give 

birth to live babies. 

Appearance: 

Giraffes are spotty and have long necks and long legs. 

They are very tall and have tough lips. 

Diet: 

Giraffes eat leaves at the tops of the trees because they 

are the juiciest. They are herbivores. 

Habitat: 

Giraffes live in Africa in grasslands and woodlands. 

By  Havana 

By Marko 



 

5/6T Art Gallery 

Tsunami—Jordan 

Cyclone Design—Mariam 

Volcano—Isaac 

Twister—Jordan 

Stage three classes have 

created some artworks 

based on their Science 

topic—Earthquake 

Explorers—here are 

some artworks by 5/6T 

Eruption—Livai 









HOLIDAY FUN @ THE HAZELHURST REGIONAL ART GALLERY 


